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Off The Lip here...possibly ea:
never know...strangerthings h

Hello.. I'm going out of my mind. See, it's this
absolutely nothing, and everything in the
at once that does it to me. If I could hav
two, I'd probably be happy for more than
at a time. Whenever |
e), it's usually an insa

. If I knew, then
nd life would just be a big cup of
ade... Mmmmm Y
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you

e all feel trapped sometime or another.
N is, what do we do? Ask ourselves?
elves? Help ourselves? Torture

well, ? Play with ourselves? Suppress g 0 8 ;,g
le are es? Maybe even lose < o _ 4
harder to read touc ourselves... UE%Z%
sometimes too. 8 . ‘f g Q
There's nothing What | think though, is suppress 29573
that says, ourselves. Wh Id be doing what we've °3 2§ 0
: to always aspired , we're instead trapped 8‘5% £0
d in our situation our personalities and _®g o 0
ee our very lives t of abject boredom. 8%%53
y Count how m y in and day out, that 00 o
d You are so min bored with whatyou're 5 _- 39
+ doing that yo te driving a tank (or 3%2'@8
o better yet, e building 04§73
e and out i 853‘<8
: , it's horizon... P T2a20
all up to you to we human o 30 0
try and deal frequently 8-%’0‘2-3
with it.. Make peneficial t Ta2<8
the m_ost ofit.. gocial sa gg(ﬂba
or justeven  ive a rat i Fod0
make anything : . -5 20
of it....baby. with no hol_lda 0Z0 J
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Space for my Eyes...

And one day the rain came as the metaphors kept falling from the
sky... The words changing shape until they formed one sea- And
the words were no longer separate entities...

So, we travelled the skies, once known to the world , to reach up
into space... where we found quiet isolation in dreamsin our
closed eyes... Imagination flared and | sought to find my ground...

My holysgreund...
And | laughed and t hought, am?’. So | escaped
from that #eal _.
losing myself *

fought up
And suddenly | water broke
and caught me up in arried and the

noise - the noise drowned:out their tf
their wonder... t he anger from those'

go...

oughts... their laughter...
at held me - and then let

And all was quiet... The soft rumble of the sea swayed me... And
the mist healed my senses...
| opened my eyes...
| reached out my hand...
and touched space.

- Prasad
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Shareware Fonts afd@chie Crap...

Well..this time, | think I'll go for a diferent approach on this section. Sharewa¥et, there are plenty
of lists of those everywhere, so why bother saying the same things over vetientifwvords? Fonts?
Well...we cant really embed them..not in this format anyw8wre, you can do that in envoyage (and
sure, they were first to come out with a viewer plug in for netscapade)..but | mean, who the hell us
onvoy?

Instead I'll just focus on the techie crap, one aspect of the techie crap. Operating Systems &sr OS’
they’re O so frequently referred to..people sure love to abbreviate things). If you have a coyoputer
also obviously have, an operating system running on it, that allows you to like...do shit. Before we
any further though, I'd like to say that yeah, | know about the frequent OS wars the people have, s
"My systems better than youtr SHUT THE FUCK UR... jeezz.. | mean, if you're happy with your
system, then goo®.ou deserve it. But people arefeifent, and everyone should realize that instead o
trying to brainlesslyendlesslypointlessly flame someone else that choosedeardift type of system....
End, of line.

Now, on to the interesting paffhe future While the future (well, the good parts anyway) take too lon
to get here, we can write about them NOGWd even make silly little pictures (and in many corporate
cases, concept videos) to go along with our theoretical ideas. Seome of *my* ideas, for you
guessed it, operating systems. Firdt lmw-level changes..in other words, mediocre but obviously a b
difficult changes to things currently common in most OSes.

First off, text. That’s what is probably used the most by far of anything on every computer in the wo
(and no, your nintendo doesrount).With todays faster processors and graphics systenss, it’
definitely possible to increase the general readability of all text on the screen. One thing that woul
this, is soft text. I'd use the word anti-aliased, but there are other forms of smoothing graphics, sor
which might be better than that method. But the principle is the same, if you make the text not so
pixelly, it will be a hell of a lot easier on your eyes.

Another thing that would go hand in hand with this, is smooth scrollingTex@ee what | mean, take
something with a lgre amount of text (a text document, something on a command-line bbs, or just
anything displays smallish text that travels around the screen), and s&slitis going bytry to read
it... Itisn’t very easy is it? It goes in jumps. Going faster or slower just changes the jumpsate. It’
enough to wonk your eyes out after a whilehere has GOTo be a better wayVhoever makes a

fluidly scrolling text engine for the OS that every application can tap into, will make me and hopefu
lot of other people, very happVhe best thing, would be self-screen-optimizing text with sub-pixel
control, used for both static display and scrolling around (in any direction of course). But thémahey
would be the best thing. | wartell you the next best thing, because | davant that.. | want the BEST
thing dammit.That’s one of the things that always pisses niabbut almost every industry on the
planet.They make things little micro-midgy-jumps. Making something just a LITTLE bit better every
time, when they could actually make things a shit-load better every time (sorry about the rise in my
of words considered profane whersitiot even necessary or called, fout it gets the point across with
more impact... plus, I'm probably going through a mood or something..have to get it out somewher
It's all because of this petty greed thing. It runs the world.. But anyways, that would be the thing fc
text, that would make systems feel...fBrent. Evolved, from the primal punch-card behemoths of the
earlier years in electronic computing.



The next thing that would make things easier to deal with, is application transpdrdany just mean
document-centric file creation, | mean the actual way that the windows on the screen are drawn in
relation to eachothelf we all had the graphics systems driving the Impact workstations, then my
complete idea would be a little closer to
fruition. Because the complete idea is goin
beyond a 2d imagery system, to a 3d
graphical environmen¥our display. your

files, programs, peripherals, and anything h.;. :

else having to do with the computaould | e e ———[ -
be in a sizable, 3 dimensional space. ’ : e
Traditional 2d graphical applications woulg r’ Ll::nnhl 5];“31‘

be contained inside their own panel, existi
to themselves as running on a regular sys
But to you, they’d be one of many panels.
Sizable and arrangable, with variable
transparency to see through to the other
applications and/or documents you have
open. Like it or not, we see in three
dimensionsAnd those of us that donhave
two dimensional personalities, FEEL in thr
dimensions.. So &' important to me
anyways, to have this kind of thing be
common in the years to come.

Right away though, current computers would be capable of just the transparency part. Something
this is already done on t#& Macs, where the NTSC input from whatever video source is projected
through the other application windows,
appearing as a ghost image floating in your
screen. But thad’the only extent of it

though. For that kind of thing to be really
useful, you’'d need to combine that with
cursor focusing found in X1, to make the
window your doing stdfin appear the
clearest of view while still being able to see
all the othersWhy you ask? Because these’
never enough damn screen space. Even if |
COULD afford one of those 42 inch monitors
with a zillion pixels, I'd still run out of

screen space.. Maybe I'm just special that
way, but | think other people run out too
often as wellAnd it would be a good idea to
adapt the OS to deal with it even if we DO
get bigger monitors in the future.

After that, theres the question of bottlenecks/stability and configurabifitytoo often, things come to

a halt. Either something screws up, or you’ve screwed iThs. can be as drastic as a program
crashing your system, or just an operation that hogs your proc&ssnewhere in between, would be
say a file copy that gets clonked someh@md so your stuck, unable to tell it to cut it the fuck
out...Because it'll sit there forever waiting for the next command come into the prodégsarknow

it’s never going to arrive, then you have to do something unkKodhave to kill that process somehow
And often the only way to do it, is your friend and mine....el ka-bong.



Theres got to be a better way for this. If our programs get sgrex@yshould be able to easily tell them
to shut up whenever we want them They shouldrt’ have the power to lock up our systéive should
have the power to tell the computer to stop, pause, or kick the ass of any program to get it moving
when it's not really doing what &' supposed to.

Related to this, is the subject of configurability (to get programs behaving the way you want them t
All of us like customize our systems at least a little Adiitd it’s time the OS makers started including
more options for this kind of customization. | sayclude a bunch of shareware with the OS
(distributed on CD of course) and pay the programmers for every copy shipped. Because, for thos
that like to dick around with little system utilities that alter the behavior of our computers in ways tt
creators never intended, this our only waAe have to connect to some kind of net or board, and get
these thingswithout them, our systems are rather drab, and aveny adaptable. So if we're paying
these outrageous prices for our hard drives to be filled up with these new bloated versions of oper
systems, we should at least get some extra software that the OS designeétsadielthe time or talent
to make themselves.

And lastly (for the time being), the issue of optimizatidhings take too long, require too much oomf,
and take up far too much space. Something amazing has to be done in the area of dynamic compt
As computers get fastahe ability to use that speed to squish data in and out of ram should be
increasing. But for the most part, it isnFiles are getting biggeprograms are getting biggend yes,
operating systems are getting biggéryu know of course what happens to things when they get too
big...they crumble under their own weightey are the instruments of their own demileey make

the big kackThey become the hairball in the throat of life. g@and unmanageable, they’'re destined
to become the fossils on display that young children marvel at behind a roped barrier

So if compression was built in, on a basic level native to all operating systems, then we wwoaildn’
having to think about that multi-terrabyte drive that we’re going to have to be buying in a few years
You may ask yourselfWhy would you need a multi-terrabyte driv&Rswer: to hold Microcoughed
Word of course..and thatWITHOUT the tutorial files.

But not just compression in the traditional sense, but at the disk and ram level too (arntdreton’
driver level compression..thatbeen known to screw up). | mean like the way files are stored. Both
open and closed. Formatting a big drive for example with only oge [aartition, makes it so that the
sectors are hugénd so if you put a bunch of little tiny files on there that are smaller than the sectot
you wont get to use that extra blank space between the end of the little file, and the end of the sec
Sucks doesn'it? The only way to combat that at the moment, is to format the drive to show up as
several smaller drives, which each have smaller se&armying?Yes! But theres no other way to

deal with it besides combining the little files into a great big Aled theres currently no really easy
system level support for thi¥ou have to do it by hand, with a third-party product.

A way to handle it right away (without redoing the way every hard drive in the world works), would
to have the system recognize files that are smaller than the sectors on the disk, and shmush them
together on a part or parts of the disk into a single file..a file that would be transparent to the user
(seeming to be many d@rent files, anywhere in the directory tree), but would free up a ton of space
and appear as a single file as far as the drive is concerned.

Similar to this, is the problem of too many damn files that belong to the operating system. Depend
on the OS in question, there can BEGIN of files in thereAll slowing down your access time and
needlessly filling up your drivaVe need the files that we’re obviously going to have installed for son
function or group of functions that we want to do, to be, one file. OOP not only allows you to have
separate files be included as the main thing in menioajilows for separate source to be compiled intc
a single file. So...like, use both parts of that. It’ll turn out cool, believe me.



And then, theres another biggie, redundandpo many things all have the same parts in thEmey
usually do essentially the same thing, but they of course, think theirs is thévbkshey cant ALL be
the best, so some decision has to be matlee. programs need to learn to get along, using the same
resources that they all have in common, provided by the system (or more bkaschother)l hat

way the thing..whatever it is that they use, only takes up space once. Otherwise it’ll start getting lik
if...hehe..if for the internet, web servers could only handle one connection at ¥duwwe need a
separate server for every person connecting to yourTditg.would hardly be economical.. Butsithe
way most software is made right noortunately there are a few exceptions in the OS world, but not
enough to make all the big software companies do what they really should.

Well, that concludes this small narration on the directions OSes should go in the near and far futur
could go on about other specifics, but I'd probably give myself RSI..and\EMEN go into
hardware...that' a whole notherealm. One that is too vast and talk-aboutable to touch upon, on this
here techie page.




